nurses were in attendance. The fact is that they never were. Let
me add here that nurses of the deceased's choice who were
permitted were brought after considerable delay, especially
Shri Kanu Gandhi.
I hope, after a calm perusal of this bare recital of facts and
of the relevant copies of correspondence attached hereto, it will
be conceded that the claim of the Government of India that
"they did everything possible" to ensure that the deceased
^received all the treatment that I wished during her illness is
not justified. Much less can Mr. Butler's claim be justified. For,
he went further when he said, "She was receiving all possible
medical care and attention, not only from her regular atten-
dants, but from those desired by her family." Does not the state-
ment of the Government of Bombay (App. D), "Government
have decided that no outside doctors should be allowed unless
the Government medical officer considers that it is absolutely
necessary for medical reasons" contradict the above claims?
On the question of release, and the report received by the
Government of India of a "private conversation" my son had
'with his mother in this connection, a prisoner can have no
"private" conversation with anybody from outside. Therefore,
so far as I am concerned the Government are free to make use
of the conversation after verification - (usual and obligatory in
such cases) by my son. In any case the Government would have
been absolved from all blame if they had made an offer of
release and laid on me the burden of deciding what was "best
and kindest" for her.
As to the arrangements for the funeral my letter to the
, Government dated 4-3-*44 embodying my actixal request, which
the Inspector General of Prisons took down in writing from
dictation, speaks for itself. It therefore astonishes me that on
"enquiries" made by the Government they were "informed" that
I had "no special preference between the first two alternatives"
mentioned in my letter. The information given to the Govern-
ment is wholly wrong. It is inconceivable that given the freedom
of choice I could ever be reconciled to the cremation of a dear
one being performed in a jail compound (which this Camp is
,today) instead of the consecrated cremation ground.
It is not pleasant or easy for me to write about such personal
matters to the Government. But I do so in this case for the sake
of the memory of one who was my faithful partner for over
sixty-two years. I leave it to the Government to consider what
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